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qil I'm just trying to get something
done" lamented one of my fellow

Cowichan Valley Regional District
directors recently. She was feeling
the frustrations and delays that can
happen at the CVRD, as with many
large organizations with complicated
mandates. That is simply reality,
and we have no choice but to work
patientlywithin it.

That said, we have two worth-
while projects pending in Mill
BaylMalahat that I am optimistic
will proceed soon. The first is the

Malahat Skywalk, an elevated
boardwaik and 40 metre tall
viewing tower proposed for a parcel
not far from the Malahat Summit.

The Skywalk project is a part-
nership of the Malahat First Nation
and a private operator. It would offer
spectacular views in all directions
and would be a destination for
visitors and locals alike. If details
can be worked out with the First
Nation, it could include a public
trail down to McCurdy Point Park
on Saanich Inlet. The project has

been working
its way through
the approval
process and has

completed a

public hearing.
If it gains final
approval, the
plan is to be

open to the
public by next
summer,

The second project in our area

is a separated roadside path along
Shawnigan Mill Bay Road from
the Trans Canada Highway to
Bourban Road.

This path would pass in front
of Frances Kelsey School, Sylvan
United Church, Kerry Park Rec-
reation Centre and the skateboard
park, and provide safer r,l,alking and
cycling for all. The roadside path
would potentiaily continue all the
way to Shawnigan village in a later
phase. This project is in the early
stages, but I have earmarked gas

tax funds to pay for it. I'm hopeful
that it too
will survive
the "slings
and arrows"
of the CVRD
approval
process, and
move forward
in the coming
months.
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